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A Note From Philip
3

Dear Group Leader,

Welcome to the Great Canadian Adventure! 

For the past ten years I have had the privilege of hosting teams for our Adventure weeks. I am 
always overwhelmed and overjoyed at the work that God does through us as we work together 
to reach this great nation of Canada for Him.

All the materials you will need to prepare your team for their journey are in this packet.  We 
have attempted to make the application process as painless as possible for you, the leader.  As 
you sift through the information, please do not hesitate to contact me for further explanation 
of any information that might not be clear to you.

It may helpful to photocopy part or all of this packet for your co-leaders and your group members; 
please feel free to do so. Please note that all this information is also available on our website 
www.canadianadventure.org and the website will be updated for maps and other such helpful 
tools that you may need to prepare your group.

Please make special note of the Group Registration Form on page 10.  The sooner you are able 
to submit that to us, the sooner we are able to reserve your team’s place and provide you with 
further information regarding the summer weeks.

I am grateful that you want to take part of this summer’s opportunity and I am especially excited 
as the church we are starting in Vancouver is one which I will be the lead pastor.

Trusting Him for great things,

Philip Bryant

Phone: (604) 572-5683
E-mail: philip@gbcanada.ca
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Philosophy of Ministry

How the Great Canadian Adventure Came to Be
When Team Canada (now Grace Brethren Canada), moved to Mississauga in 1997, we realized that we needed more hands 
to help us lay the groundwork for the churches we dreamed of starting.  How could six people realize the vision of seeing 
churches planted across Canada?  The Great Canadian Adventure began as stategic initiative in which people from other 
churches would partner with us to help create the exposure and ground work of early church planting.  As they came, 
we shared what we were learning about evangelism in the secular, post-modern context in which we found ourselves.  
The response amazed us; what we shared resonated in ways we hadn’t imagined.  In the months following, many told 
us that they had been challenged to think differently about evangelism in their own areas, and were seeing fruit as a 
result of changes in their thinking and approach.

Our aim became two-fold:  to challenge participants to rethink evangelism in their area, thus revitalizing the work of 
evangelism in the local church, and to provide an opportunity for hands-on assistance in the groundwork of new church 
plants.

The Great Canadian Adventure
The Great Canadian Adventure provides an inexpensive, cross-cultural training opportunity for your church.  It is a 
ministry training experience that not only allows for ministry exposure, but also involves training in evangelism, 
challenge from the Word, powerful worship and prayer, and exposure to testimonies of ordinary people who are now 
in full-time service. Our program is well organized and allows the maximum time for the leaders to help develop their 
staff and their students.

Rethinking Evangelism
The church in North America is in obvious decline; at the core of the problem is the ineffectiveness of church members 
in evangelism.  Statistics show that Christians are paralyzed in sharing their faith; less than 10% of us ever lead a peer 
to faith in Christ.  This is a trend that must change.  Certainly, part of this ineffectiveness is due to disobedience and 
complacency, but the greater problem is likely one of philosophy.  The church continues to assume a biblically literate 
culture, when in fact it is a secular, post-modern society. Christian sociologist George Barna says, “Today’s Church is 
incapable of responding to the present moral crisis. It must reinvent itself or face virtual oblivion by mid-21st century.” 
C.S. Lewis put it this way:  "They err who say 'the world is turning pagan again.' Would that it were! The truth is that 
we are falling into a much worse state. 'Post-Christian man' is not the same as 'pre-Christian man.' He is as far removed 
as virgin is from widow; there is nothing in common except want of a spouse: but there is a great difference between 
a spouse-to-come and a spouse lost." [Letters: C.S.Lewis/Don Giovanni Calabria (17 March 1953), para. 4-7, p.81]. 

Grace Brethren Canada desires to help the church rethink its strategic plan in reaching a post-modern world, and we 
take the time to train Great Canadian Adventure participants in fresh evangelistic thinking. We have seen much fruit 
from the biblical “farming model” of evangelism that we employ in our church planting initiatives.  We’ve made some 
mistakes along the way, but we’ve learned some things as well and are eager to share our discoveries with you. We ask 
our participants to come ready to learn and to serve in accordance with our philosophy of ministry. 

We are convinced that more is accomplished for the Kingdom when we work together.  Our prayer is that, as your 
assistance energizes the start of new churches, the training you receive will mobilize your church to reach your local 
community for Christ.



GCA Overview
5The Great Canadian Adventure

What:	 The Great Canadian Adventure is a summer missions trip that is a integral part of a church planting movement. 
You will have the opportunity to help initiate a new church plant in a new target area, learn about Canada and learn 
how to reach a post-modern culture. 

There are three primary areas of ministry on which we will focus:

1.	 Servant Evangelism Projects: We will be engaged in showing God’s love in the neighbourhoods by 		
doing projects where we serve the community. This could be anything from having a free carwash to giving 		
away free pop in the parks.

2.	 Park Programmes: Every night,  groups will host a park programme connecting the neighbourhood 		
to God and to the church you are assisting. This is a great way to show God’s love and to engage personally 		
in the lives of not only the children who will attend, but also the parents who come.  A full description of 		
what we are looking for is on page 7 and is on our website.

3.	 Literature Distribution/Prayer Walks:  We can not under estimate the power of prayer; at the 	
same time, how will people know unless they are told?  So we combine the two.  There are thousands of homes 	
in our target area and we need to get information to them about the church and about the park programmes. 	
The best way to do that is to hand out flyers.  It is a great time to pray for the things we see and what the 		
Spirit of God lays on our hearts.

There are three primary areas in which we train:

1.	 Cultural Awareness: We teach students the difference between Americans and Canadians. We will do 	
this in many different ways. (Mostly through humor and fun activities) Every day we will have a Canadian 	
moment and they will learn a lot about Canadian Culture.

2.	 Evangelism: We have made a lot of mistakes over the past 9 years of being in Canada and along the way, 	
we have learned a few things about reaching people in this context. We use the things that we have learned 	
about evangelism to train the students in both the principles and the strategies that we employ. Our prayer 	
is that each student would go back home and make disciples.

3.	 Passion for Mission: We take the time to have the missionaries on site share their story of how God 	
led them into full time ministry. We know this impacts students to consider giving their lives to full time 	
ministry.  We also take time for the students to hear the personal testimonies of people who have decided to 	
follow Jesus because of the ministry the students are assisting in.

Where:  We will stay at Pacific Life Bible College and Best Western for our housing and will use a local church facility 	
    to run the conference aspects: worship, training, meals, etc... Check the website for details. 

When:    June 14 – 20, 2009 - Sunday evening to Friday evening.

Why:     Because you can make a difference in seeing new churches started in Canada, and you just might learn    	
    something to help you reach the people around you.

Cost:	     $300 per participant staying in dorms and $200 per participant staying off campus. $25 discount for 
registrations before April 1, and a $50 late fee after May 1.



6
Sample Schedule

Teen Week

This is just a sample of what your week will look like.  Ministry Opportunities could include Literature Distribution, Surveying, Telephoning, 
Servant Evangelism (i.e. free car washes, light bulb distribution), Park Evangelism, Concerts of Prayer, Prayer Walks.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Travel to 

the 

Great

Canadian

Adventure

Arrive and

Register

Welcoming Program

Snack

Free Time

Team Time

Lights Out

Breakfast & Q.T.

Worship, Prep 

& Prayer

Lunch

Team Time

Literature Dist. 

And Servant 

Evangelism

Supper

Park Set-Up

Park

Program

Response Time

Free Time

In Dorms  

Lights Out

Breakfast & Q.T.

Departure

Breakfast & Q.T.

Free Time

Park Set-Up

Park

Program

Free Time

Team Time

Lights Out

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

12 am

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

10 pm

11:00pm

11:30 pm

Breakfast & Q.T.

Worship, Prep 

& Prayer

Lunch

Team Time

Literature Dist. 

And Servant 

Evangelism

Supper

Park Set-Up

Park

Program

Response Time

Free Time

In Dorms  

Lights Out

Breakfast & Q.T.

Worship, Prep 

& Prayer

Lunch

Team Time

Literature Dist. 

And Servant 

Evangelism

Supper

Park Set-Up

Park

Program

Response Time

Free Time

In Dorms  

Lights Out

Breakfast & Q.T.

Worship, Prep 

& Prayer

Lunch

Team Time

Literature Dist. 

And Servant 

Evangelism

Supper

Park Set-Up

Park

Program

Closing

Program

In Dorms

Lights Out



Each team that comes is going to put on a 5-day park program. The area in Surrey where we are
ministering is made up of numerous neighbourhoods, each having its own park. There are 600-1200 homes
surrounding each of these parks. We run the programs from 7-8 pm, Monday to Friday evenings, and generally see 
20–50 children and parents in attendance each evening. We have developed an exciting strategy in which each team 
"adopts" a neighbourhood. They will do ministry, including their park ministry, in that neighbourhood all week.

7
Preparing Your Park Program

What should we do for the park ministry?
Many churches use their VBS material for this ministry, and adapt it to an outdoor setting. Some will have the youth 
group run the church VBS so they are practiced up for the Great Canadian Adventure. Some will use CEF 5-day club 
material. There are lots of ideas available in Christian bookstores, or perhaps from your church’s CE director. 

What should our park program look like?
The following is a basic plan that we suggest. You are welcome to expand and do more, but you should have these 
basic elements in your plan:

1.  	 Each event should be 45 min. – 1 hr. long.

2.  	 Your program should include the following elements:
  	 a.	 a game time 	

b.	 a song time
  	 c.	 a Bible lesson 	

d.	 a craft or game that reviews the lesson

3. 	 The primary focus is to love the children, with the secondary focus of winning the parents’ trust toward Community 	
of Hope Church. 

4. 	 Focus on moral principles which will help the child immediately, i.e. honesty, obedience, respect, loving your 		
neighbour. These are significant teachings that any parent would appreciate you sharing with their children. 		
Remember, you are in a biblically illiterate, post-modern, secular culture. The parents are searching for ways to 		
give their children moral teaching, but don’t know how. They don’t recognize that they need Christ, but they do 		
have a hunger for moral teaching. If we can fill this void, we will gain the respect of the parent and will help them 	
take the next step of coming to church where we can introduce them to Christ.

5.  	 If the children (and the parents listening) can walk away from that week knowing that Christians can show love 		
and care, and that this church will be a great place to help them bring moral instruction into the home, then you 	
have more than done your part.

6.  	 Please do not focus on making decisions. This culture is very skeptical and very secular. For many, this will be 		
the first time that they have heard the good news. Allow the Holy Spirit to work and please don’t remove our 		
ongoing opportunity to reach these neighbourhoods because of zeal for immediate response. This will be a difficult 	
task for some who come, but please respect our experience in our culture. We have seen many come to Christ as 	
a result of ongoing  contact, initially made months before in the parks, and at the same time have maintained 		
positive relationships with the others, so that we are still welcome in those neighbourhoods. 

NOTE:  You will want to break the 4 sections into 15-minute segments. Some churches have puppets and drama, 
etc.  These elements are great, but not necessary. If you are new at this, focus on the four key elements, and make 
them terrific! Get your whole week mapped out and remember that since you’ll be in the same park all week, your 
program needs to build but still allow for new children each night. I hope this helps get you started! If you have 
any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me, Philip Bryant at philip@gbcanada.ca or (604) 591-1514.
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Things to See & Do

Stanley Park Vancouver              	 www.seestanleypark.com       	 Vancouver  

Capilano Suspension Bridge	 www.capbridge.com	 Vancouver	 $21.95 Adult										
   $11.50 Student

Science World	 www.scienceworld.bc.ca	 Vancouver	 $14.50 Adult,										
   $10.00 Student	

Vancouver Museum	 www.vanmuseum.bc.ca	 Vancouver	 $10.00 Adult,										
   $6.00 Student	

Vancouver Museum	 www.moa.ubc.ca	 Vancouver	 $9.00 Adult
       of Anthropology								    $7.00 Student

Vancouver Lookout Tower	 www.vancouverlookout.com	 Vancouver	 $11.00 Adult,										
   $7.00 Student			

$25.00 Adult,
Harbour Cruises	 www.boatcruises.com	 Vancouver	 $21.00 (11-17)							

          			    $10.00 (5-11)
 										    $17.50 Adult,
Vancouver Aquarium	 www.vanaqua.org	 Vancouver	 $19.95 (13-18)										

   $9.95 (4-12)	

CN Imax Theatre				            		            Vancouver	

Grouse Mountain			 www.grousemountain.com         North Vancouver                     

Richmond Go-Kart Track		 www.richmondgokarts.com        Richmond                   $10/10 minutes

Historic Gastown						            Vancouver                

Jericho Beach						            Vancouver 

Playland at PNE		    				            Vancouver                  $29.95 Gate			
 $26.95 (7-11)

HR Macmillan Space Center        hrmacmillanspacecentre.com        Vancouver                  $14.00 Adult       
    $10.75 Student

Attraction More Info Location Cost Per Person

In the Greater Vancouver Area

Attraction More Info Location Cost Per Person

*Note:  Some prices may have changed; please call to verify. Groups are responsible for reserving their own activities. All prices are in Canadian dollars.
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The following worksheet is designed to help group coordinators calculate the cost for their group to attend the Great Canadian 
Adventure. Simply fill in the appropriate numbers and follow the directions as given. You will end up with a good estimate of the 
amount of money you will need.  Please note that application fees will be subtracted from your total amount due, but that they are 
nonrefundable should anyone decide to back out at the last minute. Canadian prices are available to Canadian churches only.

Financial Worksheet

1. 	 Number of Youth Applicants registered  on Campus 		  	   _______    x    $300 US per person =    _______

2. 	 Number of Applicants registered	 off-campus            			   _______    x    $200 US per person =   _______ 
    	
3.	 Each Extra Meal                                                                  		   _______    x    $7 US per person      =   _______   
(During Travel, Wednesday Lunch & Supper)	

Note:	 From our experience we suggest that the group coordinator hold all money, and that money designated 				
for meals be divided up into appropriate denominations or individual distribution before entering a 		
restaurant.  American groups are asked to have their currency exchanged at the border before arriving at 		
the Great Canadian Adventure.

4.  Special Event - ("Things to See and Do...")     (# of Participants)    _______    x    $ _______ (cost of activity)    =   _______ 

5.  Estimated Cost of Travel (Gas, Tolls, etc.)                                                                                                	            =   _______ 			
• Number of miles to travel ÷ miles per gallon of your vehicle x $3.30 US per gallon + tolls			
   (Anticipate at least 30 miles of travel per vehicle per day while here.)			
•  Airline Tickets			
•  Rental Vehicles  

6.  Miscellaneous Expenses                                                                                                                         	            =    _______  			
• We suggest keeping a surplus on hand of about 3% of your total expense cost.			
• Groups may also wish to purchase group insurance through their church's insurance 			
  company before departure. Insurance can usually be purchased from $1 to $4 per person.

7.  Grand Total (add #’s 1-6)                                           				        	       Grand Total =     _______

Note: A late fee of $50 will be added for applications received after May 1.  Applications received before April 1 qualify for the earlybird 
prices ($25 less per person).  All application fees ($50) are non-refundable. Send in your registration monies along with your registration 
form. The remaining monies will be collected immediately upon arrival at the Great Canadian Adventure.  Your collective cheque and 
registration cheque should be made out to Grace Brethren Canada.

Teen Week
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June 14 - June 20, 2009

Group Registration
Teen Week

The following sheet is designed to help group coordinators communicate to us how many people will be coming 
(students/leaders, male/female). It should be completed with the input of your group, and a copy mailed to us at the Great 
Canadian Adventure along with your registration cheque.  Your Registration Cheque should be made out to Grace Brethren 
Canada.

PLEASE PRINT!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Church                                                  Contact Phone #			 Contact Fax#                                

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Group Coordinator                               Contact E-mail			 Date of Mailing

I am registering ________ applicants (leaders included) at a cost of $50 per person for a total of:  $_______________
(Please note that registration fees are not refundable.)

I have enclosed a cheque for the above amount made out to Grace Brethren Canada.		 q yes	q no 

Please indicate the number of...	 male teens: _____,   female teens: _____,   male leaders: _____,   female leaders: _____

Please write any questions or concerns or comments (students with special needs, etc...):

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You can mail this form with you registration cheque made out to Grace Brethren Canada to:
Great Canadian Adventure
c/o Herb & Sharon Carr
903 Chesnut Street
Ashland, OH 44805

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to e-mail philip@gbcanada.ca or call Philip 604.572.5683.

NOTE:  Send in the registration monies and registration form before the April 1 to get the early bird special and save $25
per registrant.

Make copy of this 
completed sheet and 

mail it to us.



Please fill out the application carefully and completely.  (Group coordinators are responsible 
to see that this is carried out.)  A $50 registration fee must accompany each registration. This 
amount will be deducted from the total amount payable upon arrival. There are savings 
available for earlybirds (before April 1 – $25 per person) and penalties which will apply to late 
registrants (after May 1 – $50 per person).  Registration fees are non-refundable. 					

          Please mark the appropirate t-shirt size

_________________________________________________________________________    q M   q F   	 (______)___________________
Applicant's Full Name       						    Gender	 Home Phone

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________	 ______________	 __________________	 ___________   ______  ______
City           					 Prov. / State      	 Postal / Zip Code		 D.O.B. (YYYY/MM/DD)

Please check all that apply:  o teenager,  o youth leader,  o group coordinator.  (Only one coordinator per group please.) 

Coordinator responsible for your group: __________________________________________________________________________________
(Note: All teenagers must be accompanied by a youth worker of the same gender.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	 (______)___________________
Church Name              									 Church Phone

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Church Address

___________________________________________________________________	 ______________________	 ___________________________
City           							 Prov. / State          	 Postal / Zip Code

(______)___________________   	 __________________________________________________________________________________________
Fax #   				 E-Mail

Health Information

For Canadian participants:            		 For American participants:
___________________________________________________       	 _____________________________________________________________
Home Province                  				 Health Insurance Carrier

___________________________________________________          	 _____________________________________________________________
Health Card Number            				 Policy Holder and Number							

_____________________________________________________________
           							 Relationship to Policy Holder

Allergies/Notes:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teen Week Application

Your T-Shirt Size:
 qS	 q M	 q L	 q XL	 q XXL	 q XXXL



Teen Week Application
(continued)

Waiver Agreement
I agree to waive any and all rights and claims for damages that I or my spouse may have against the trip sponsor and 
its agents, employees, and representatives for any and all injury, damage, or loss sustained by the participant arising 
directly or indirectly out of the mission trip. I further authorize the trip sponsor or their representative to obtain any 
medical treatment for the participant that should appear to be necessary during the mission trip, and I will be responsible 
for the payment of expenses due to such illness or injury.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	 (______)___________________
Name of Parent / Legal Guardian  (please print)                  					 Work Phone

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	 (______)___________________
Relationship to Applicant    								 Home Phone

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	 __________________________
Signature of Parent / Legal Guardian  (if under age of 21)                 				 Date

Required Preparation

Questions  (Please write your answers on a separate sheet and attach to application.)

1. Since giving your life to Christ, how has God been changing you?

2. To what extent have you been involved in the ministry of your local church? What things have you done personally?

3. Have you ever shared Christ with a friend?  If so, when?

4. What would you like to see God accomplish in your life through the Great Canadian Adventure?

Prayer Partners
We are requiring that all participants of the Great Canadian Adventure enlist two people (outside of their immediate 
family) who will commit to praying for you prior to and during your ministry in Canada. Share your answers to the above 
questions  with your prayer partners so that they may pray for you more effectively.

___________________________________________________________________	 _____________________________________________________
Name of Prayer Partner 1						 Phone Number

___________________________________________________________________	 _____________________________________________________
Signature of Prayer Partner 1					 E-mail Address

___________________________________________________________________	 _____________________________________________________
Name of Prayer Partner 2					 Phone Number

___________________________________________________________________	 _____________________________________________________
Signature of Prayer Partner 2 E-mail Address
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What to Bring

Odds and Ends
Bible    
Notebook   
Pen/Pencil
Camera   
Film    
Plastic Bags (Dirty/Wet Laundry)

Toiletries

Shampoo   
Soap    
Toothbrush & Toothpaste
Deodorant   
Comb/Brush   
Any Other Necessary Toiletries

Linens
Sleeping Bag or Sheets & Blankets  
Pillow & Pillow Case  
Towels & Face Cloth

Clothing (Remember, you’re only packing for 1 week!)

Comfortable Walking Shoes    
Pants/Jeans/Shorts 
T-Shirts/Shirts (no offensive writing, please)  
Underwear
Socks       
Pajamas/Bathrobe (think dorm life)
Some Shoes & Clothes You Can Get Dirty

Clothing Notes
• 	 The weather here in Canada can get warm and humid (30+ °C; high 80’s to low 90’s °F), but it can also get pretty chilly 	

at night (teens °C; low 50’s °F), so it’s not a bad idea to bring a jacket/sweatshirt and jeans just in case.

• 	 Casual clothing is fine (shorts & T-shirts), but please bear in mind that you will be representing the Great Canadian 		
Adventure (and more importantly, Jesus Christ). Please choose clothing that is modest and appropriate. If you have 	
questions, talk with your group coordinator.

• 	 There is no need for dress clothes or swimming suits (unless your group will be at a pool/water park on your free day).

Currency Exchange
Leaders or teens who have money they want to exchange will get the best rate at the border. (You will get more for 
your dollar if you spend Canadian money.)  Also, you will get a better exchange rate if you use a credit card (Visa, 
MasterCard) for things like gas and the free day activity. Your spending will also be easier to track.

Note:  Some US credit card companies are now charging a fee for international purchases, so you will want to check 
with your credit card company before using it in Canada.

Travel Documentation 
If driving: Each participant will need his/her Passport.

If flying:  Each person will need a valid US passport to re-enter the US.  

You will want to make sure you have all your ID ready weeks in advance, it sometimes it takes up to 10 weeks to get a 
passport.
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Teen Week Rules & Regs

A few Guidelines for our Adventure!

Have a servant attitude.
Remember that our example is Jesus – he gave up everything to show God’s love to us! We should do the same for the 
people we want to touch in Vancouver? Why not try to see if we can “out serve” each other!

Be aware of whom you represent.
OK, this could be a heavy, but how you behave reflects on your group, your church, the GCA, and most importantly, 
Christ! YOU determine what people think about who Jesus is, whether good or bad.

Be on time.
Make use of your schedule in this book! Plan to arrive 5-10 minutes early for each of the sessions, in dorms, etc.

Ixnay on the PDA.
Different groups have different standards for what is allowable in the physical contact department. For simplicity’s sake 
at the GCA, Physical Display of Affection (PDA) is prohibited (unless, of  course, you have a license for it – like a wedding 
or engagement ring).

Yes, you have to sleep sometime.
In Dorms at 11:00 pm

We mean just that – by 11:00 pm. (Not 11:07, not 11:02.) You need to be in the dorm, NO EXCEPTIONS!

In Rooms –11:30 pm                          

At this point you should be in your room, door closed, quiet, for the night. NO EXCEPTIONS! Showers and conversations 
with friends must be completed by this time.

Guys/Girls Rooms
This is pretty simple – If you are a guy, you NEVER go in a girl’s room; if you are a girl, you NEVER go in a guy’s room. NO 
EXCEPTIONS!

We want you to have a great time, but we are VERY serious about these guidelines.  The Floor Supervisor will contact 
the GCA Director, and if the issue cannot be resolved, your parents will be called, and you will be sent home immediately 
at your own expense. Depressed yet?  We sure hope not!  It’s an awesome privilege to be in on the beginning of a church 
planting movement. God wants to do some incredible things, and YOU get to be part of it!  On the other hand, responsibility 
and privilege go hand in hand.  This kind of opportunity is a privilege, and we ask you to demonstrate responsibility. 
Thank you!


